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Increasing Knowledge of Biodiversity to Support Conservation  
in Thale Noi Wetland, Phathalung Province. 
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Abstract

Thale Noi Wetland covers 285,625 rais in Phathalung, Nakornsrithamarat and Songkhla Provinces. 
It is a protected area and is high in biodiversity. Kuan Khisian is the 1st Ramsar Site of Thailand 
and is located inside the Thale Noi Wetland. Increased population is affecting the natural resources 
in this area. It is important that information is provided so that people understand the environment. 
Monitoring biodiversity is important as well. Laws exist to protect the environment and action is 
being taken to enforce them. However, degradation continues due to ignorance of the way in which 
poor conservation can lead to loss of natural resources. Any approach to sustainable management 
depends on the co-operation of the local community and the community in a neighbouring watershed 
area. Promotion of tourism can also help to promote conservation. The Department of National 
Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation has assigned the Thale Noi Wildlife Conservation Development 
and Extension Station to work on these objectives. The Department is supporting activities in the 
period 2547 to 2550 as follows. Obtain information in relation to the diversity of bird species, and 
their habitats. Also, carry out water quality analysis in the area. In addition, obtain information about 
factors related to socio-economic status and the potential for eco-tourism in the area. Enhance 
utilization of biodiversity to support conservation by training, firstly, in nature interpretation at 
Khao Pu - Khao Ya National Park, Khao Yai National Park and Khao Sok National Park. Secondly, 
train in environmental education at Khao Pu - Khao Ya National Park. Thirdly, carry out study tours 
at Sai Khao WCEDS and, fourthly, train in ethics at Wat Pa Rirai. Additional work is described below. 
Provide a motorised boat and projection equipment to support activities. Provide youth training 
in guide courses in natural resources conservation for the watershed area from Khao Pu  � Khao 
Ya National Park to Thale Noi wetland and provide training in nature for school children. Also, to 
arrange a natural resources network for schools and to encourage eco tourism by producing media, 
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such as VCDs, websites, posters, leaflets and brochures in Thai and English. Also, hold workshops 
in eco tourism for stakeholders, and build facilities in relation to eco-tourism (construction). In 
addition, produce permanent and temporary exhibitions. Set up a WCDES website. Instigate Thale 
Noi conservation promotion on the radio, Produce four types of poster. Produce guidebooks. Produce 
two CDs. Provide cloth bags. Produce pens with the Thale Noi conservation logo. Encourage local 
people to decrease environmental problems caused by rubbish.
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